MARY    STEWART,    QUEEN    OF    SCOTLAND
Margaret, daughter of Henry VII (1503), and was slain
fighting against the forces of his brother-in-law at Floddeu
(I5I3)- This King was Mary Stewart's grandfather; from
his wife, Margaret Tudor, Mary derived the dangerous claim
to the English throne, which was the root of most of her
grandeur and most of her troubles. During the minority of
James V (1513-42) this Queen-Mother Margaret com-
plicated the claims to the Scottish succession by marrying
and then divorcing the turbulent Earl of Angus, to whom she
bore a daughter, Margaret, afterwards married to Mathew
Stewart, Earl of Lennox.
James V married in succession two French Princesses; the
" Auld Alliance 53 with France was a strong element in
Scottish policy, and the menacing attitude of Henry VIII
did much to strengthen this ancient connection. Mary
Stewart was the only child to survive infancy of the second
marriage, that of James V with Mary of Guise, daughter of
the great House of Lorraine and widow of the Due de
Longueville.
The dispute that had led to Solway Moss was caused by an
attempt on the part of Henry VIII to force his nephew to
set up the tenets of the Reformation in Scotland, to defy the
Pope and despoil the monasteries, which had absorbed an
enormous share of the country's wealth. James V, how-
ever, was a sincere Roman Catholic, and his principal
adviser was David Beaton, the Cardinal Archbishop of St.
Andrew's. This strong and able prelate was the principal
adviser to the widowed Mary of Guise, and crowned the
infant Queen a year after her father's death. The Regent
was the heir-presumptive to the throne, the head of the
Hamiltons, the Earl of Arran. This nobleman was inclined
to Protestantism and the English alliance, and Mary, despite
her mother's opposition, would have been betrothed to
Prince Edward (Edward VI) had not King Henry's terms
been couched in a manner completely insulting to the proud
Scots. Upon the breaking off of the marriage treaty (1543)
Henry VIII invaded and devastated Scotland; for six years
(1544-50) the war (continued after Henry's death, 1547, by
the Protector Somerset) harried the Scots with every horror
of fire and sword. The little Queen, in the safe retreats of
Inchmahome and Dumbarton, lived peacefully in the midst
of these turmoils; her mother and Beaton leaned naturally
to the French alliance, and in 1548 Mary, with an elegant
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